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FOR A GREENER TVU CAMPUS 
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INSIDE 
Proposal 1 by SUT & TVU staff: MINIMISING POLYMER WASTE 
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Preface 
 
 
 
This project was conceived by Dr Pham Tiet Khanh, Rector and President of Tra Vinh University, Dr Ho 
Dac Tuc, Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Foreign Languages, and Dr François Malherbe, Associate Dean 
International of the Faculty of Life & Social Sciences at Swinburne University of Technology, in January 
2013. With the assistance of Miss Nguyen Thi Mai Khanh and Dr Vivienne Waller, it was elaborated and 
developed into the International Sustainability Project. Dr Vivienne and Dr François Malherbe took the 
proposal a step further by creating an academic subject submitted to the Faculty Academic Committee 
(FLSS) as a Summer Unit on offer at Swinburne University. The subject was formally endorsed by the 
Academic Senate in May 2013, and 18 students were enrolled by end of June. 
 
The Swinburne group arrived in Tra Vinh on the 6th of January 2014 and each student was immediately 
paired up with one TVU student. The two weeks have been a fantastic experience for all of us, and all 
students, SUT and TVU, unanimously expressed their sadness that the project was too short. 
 
We would like to thank Tra Vinh University, Swinburne University of Technology, the Australian Federal 
Government, the Faculty of Life & Social Sciences, Swinburne International, and the Vietnamese 
International Students at Swinburne, for making this project possible and enjoyable. 
 

 
Dr François Malherbe and Dr Vivienne Waller 

 
Tra Vinh, January 2014 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate commemorating the joint activities of TVU and SUT students 
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Minimising Polymer Waste 
 

Proposal by Staff 
 
 
Swinburne University of Technology: Dr François Malherbe, Dr Vivienne Waller 
Tra Vinh University: Dr Ho Dac Tuc 
 
 
Rationale 
 
Waste management is an area where vast improvements in sustainability can easily be 
made. 
 
We observed during the project that in half an hour of rubbish collection at TVU Campus 
One, the group of 36 TVU and SUT students collected 53.1 kg of plastic rubbish. In one hour 
of collection at Ba Om Pond, the group collected 151.2 kg. A brief survey of the garbage 
collected indicated that it consisted mainly of plastic straws, plastic bags and polystyrene 
takeaway food containers. 
 
We understand that rubbish collected from TVU campus is sent to landfill, which is expensive. Rubbish 
from the town of Tra Vinh tends to be burned. The burning of plastic and polystyrene in particular, 
produces toxic fumes that affect human health, as well as producing greenhouse gases. Plastic litter, 
such as carrier bags, straws and polystyrene containers, does not degrade. It breaks into smaller pieces, 
which are then ingested by animals and have the potential to enter the human food chain. Toxic 
substances tend to bind to these tiny plastic particles, which is detrimental for the health of birds, animals 
and humans. 
 
 
Recommendations 
 
We have a few recommendations for reducing the amount of waste produced in Tra Vinh, both on TVU 
campus and in the wider community. As well as increasing the sustainability of Tra Vinh, these 
recommendations will have financial benefits for the University and will contribute to provide a healthy 
environment for the community. 
 
1. Phase out the use of polystyrene by replacing containers for take away food with cardboard 
containers. Cardboard soiled with food waste can be composted. Develop research projects for science 
and engineering students to look at using agricultural wastes such as coconut fibres and shells, rice 
husks, etc. 
 
2. Substitute cardboard cups for plastic takeaway cups. Used cardboard cups can be composted. 
 
3. Reduce the use of plastic bags. As a start, the canteen could provide drinks in a cup without putting 
the cup in a plastic bag. Introduce slogans around the campus such as “Think of the environment. Do 
you really need that plastic bag?” 
 
4. Phase out the use of plastic straws. In the short term, plastic straws can be replaced with paper 
straws that can then be composted. For the long term, however, we suggest that students undertake 
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research into the use of an organic material, for example, bamboo leaves, in the manufacture of straws. 
Used straws could then be composted, and any litter from straws will be less of a problem. 
 
5. All organic waste (food scraps and paper towels) should be composted. Producing compost to be 
used for growing food has the following major benefit: it reduces the amount of organic waste going to 
landfill. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Swinburne students had the opportunity to apply skills they had acquired during their induction 
courses at Swinburne directly to the project. It is clear, as demonstrated by their interactions with the 
TVU students, that they have been able to transfer their knowledge by successfully conducting the 
interactive workshops. Their first assignment, an oral presentation alongside their TVU partners, has 
evidenced their ability to apply these skills by evaluating various options for the campus and, in doing so, 
discovering areas where there could be significant impact on the improvement of sustainable practices 
on TVU campuses. 
 
They have realised that the impetus for a successful Green Campus must begin at the top and emanate 
throughout the rest of the campus, hence their desire to submit these proposals to the Senior 
Management of TVU. Without a strong message of commitment and involvement from both the 
President of TVU and the administration, well-intentioned initiatives may be too fragmented to allow for 
campus-wide participation and easily undermined by other obstacles. 
 
The Green Campus project is a golden opportunity for TVU to develop an exciting new curriculum that 
encourages students to take the lead in creating positive change and, at the same time, to gain 
invaluable, marketable skills. Your students, particularly those who hope to work in the environmental 
field, are the key ingredients for a successful continuity. 
 
 

*** 
 
On behalf of the students, the convenors of this unique project would like to thank everyone at TVU for 
their legendary hospitality and extraordinary logistic support. We sincerely acknowledge support from 
TVU Rector Dr Pham Tiet Khanh, Dr Nguyen Thi Phuong Nam, Dean of Faculty of Foreign Languages, 
the Department of International Collaboration and Project Promotion, the Facilities Management Unit, 
and the Centre for Communication and Community Engagement. 
 
We were all extremely honoured by the decision of Dr Pham Tiet Khanh to erect a plate to 
commemorate the work accomplished by the Swinburne team during their stay in Tra Vinh. 
 
 

 
 


