
Charles Darwin's
vision of the origins

of language

The ability to
produce sound and

simple vocal
patterning

human
All

vertebrates

between 100,000
- 50,000 years

ago

Not human
language

hum and
grunt

No direct
evidence or

artifact
relating to

speech found

What we don't
know -- speculate

/ guess

What we know 

Where
does

human
language

come
from?

The Divine source
The natural sound

source
(onoma-topeia

The social
interaction source

The tool-making source

The genetic
source

The physical
adaptation source

Biblical
Tradition

(Christian,
Hindu)

God
provides
humans

with
language

The God-
given

language
hypothesis

~
2,500years

ago
Egyptian
pharaoh
(Psamtik )

Two
newborn
babies
without 
hearing

any
human
sound,

but goats
Produced
Phygian

word
'bekos ' =

'bread' not
Egyptian

word

Evidence

~ the
year
1,500

The King
Jame 4th

of 
Scotland

Produced
Hebrew 

Modern
cases of
children

living
without  
contact

with 
human
speech

Grow up
with no

language at
all

Words
originated
from the

surrounding
sounds

Flying objects creating
sounds

(CAW-CAW, coo-coo, bang,
boom, buzz, hiss, bow-wow

-- the original sounds)
Things are named based on

the sounds created.

The 'bow-
wow 

theory'

What about
soundless things and
abstract concepts?

expressive noises such as
'Ouch! Ooh!, Wow! or Yuck!'

not used in speech
production.

The
'yo-he-

ho'
theory

speech
sounds are
produced
through

daily
physical
activities

(team
work)

Language does not
simple consist of words

of things' names

What about Apes and
primates species living in

social group without
speech capacity

Physical
features -

evolutionary
development
as source of 

sounds

upright
teeth
lips

mouth
tongue

the
lower

larynx '
voice

box' and
the

pharynx

What about the
increased risk of 

getting food stuck?

An
evolutionary
connection

between the
language-
using and

tool-making
abilities

Human brain -
lateralized
controlling
complex

vocalization
and object

manipulation

Producing a
single noise to

indicate
objects in the
environment

But lacks of structural
organization - How to

combine sounds or signs in
specific arrangements?

The
Innateness
hypothesis

newborn humans/ babies
are genetically hard-wired
with abilities to learn and
produce human language

Deaf children
can use sign

language
fluently

The search for 'language
gene'

Will it be completely
impossible for other
creature to produce,

understand language?


